Immunobiology of cystic echinococcosis.
The present report focuses on the ability of cystic echinoccocosis metacestode to survive for a long time, despite host immunity, by developing avoidance strategies. The tactics believed to come into play, ranging from intrinsic parasitic factors to host-related mechanisms, are briefly discussed and the importance of studies on experimental models is highlighted particularly in relation to furthering the theoretical understanding of the dynamic equilibrium between host and parasite, and to the feasibility of practical approaches in controlling the disease by artificial manipulation of the immunoregulatory mechanisms.